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Hybrid implementation model of
community-partnered early intervention for toddlers
with autism: a randomized trial

Stephanie Y. Shire,' Ya-Chih Chang,” Wendy Shih,' Suzanne Bracaglia,® Maria Kodjoe,>
and Connie Kasari®

YUniversity of California Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA; 2California State University Los Angeles, Los Angeles, CA;
SNew York Center for Child Development, New York City, NY, USA

Background: Interventions found to be effective in research settings are often not as effective when implemented in
community settings. Considering children with autism, studies have rarely examined the efficacy of laboratory-tested
interventions on child outcomes in community settings using randomized controlled designs. Methods: One
hundred and thirteen children with autism enrolled in public early intervention classrooms in low resource
neighborhoods were randomized to Joint Attention, Symbolic Play, Engagement, and Regulation (JASPER)
intervention or treatment as usual waitlist for 10 weeks with 1-month follow-up. Results: Teaching assistants
delivered JASPER at adequate fidelity. Children randomized to JASPER demonstrated significant gains over
treatment as usual in core developmental outcomes of joint engagement, joint attention, and play skills that were
maintained at follow-up. Conclusions: Supervised teaching assistants delivered JASPER intervention with a range of
toddlers with autism leading to significant gains in developmental outcomes. Keywords: Autism; JASPER; early
intervention; paraprofessionals; joint attention; joint engagement; play; implementation.

laboratory and community implemented studies
(Weisz, Chu, & Polo, 2004). Second, community
practitioners vary in their expertise with children
with ASD. Nonspecialists are routinely responsible for
teaching children in community early childhood set-
tings, whereas highly trained specialists execute con-
trolled research trials. A third barrier is the difference in
training, supervision, and fidelity between research
trials and community practice.

Introduction

Social communication and play skills are critical
developmental domains in early childhood. Initia-
tions of joint attention gestures (e.g. showing and
pointing to share) and play level are associated with
spoken language development for typically develop-
ing children (Carpenter, Nagell, Tomasello, Butter-
worth, & Moore, 1998). These same skills are core
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